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herself in the greatest embarrassment. She feared,
above all things, lest M. le Prince or M. le Due should
hear of this. In this extremity she addressed herself
to Madame de Maintenon, laying bare the state of her
finances, without the slightest disguise. Madame de
Maintenon had pity on her situation, and arranged that
the King should pay her debts, abstain from scolding
her, and keep her secret. Thus, in a few weeks, Ma-
dame la Duchesse found herself free of debts, without
anybody whom she feared having known even of their
existence.

Langlee was entrusted with the payment and ar-
rangement of these debts. He was a singular kind
of man at the Court, and deserves a word. Born of
obscure parents, who had enriched themselves, he had
early been introduced into the great world, and had
devoted himself to play, gaining an immense fortune;
but without being accused of the least unfairness.
With but little or no wit, but much knowledge of the
world, he had succeeded in securing many friends, and
in making his way at the Court. He joined in all the
King's parties, at the time of his mistresses. Similarity
of tastes attached Langlee to Monsieur, but he never
lost sight of the King. At all the fetes Langlee was
present, he took part in the journeys, he was invited
to Marly, was intimate with all the King's mistresses ;
then with all the daughters of the King, with whom
indeed he was so familiar that he often spoke to them
with the utmost freedom. He had become such a
master of fashions and of fetes that none of the latter
were given, even by Princes of the blood, except under
his directions; and no houses were bought, built, fur-